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Dear Friends,
I want to congratulate the 2019 inductees to the New York State Disability Rights
Hall of Fame and welcome family, colleagues, and guests to celebrate their lifelong
achievements.
The council was thrilled to receive multiple nominations that led to the selection of
tonight’s inductees. As we build the NYS Disability Rights Hall of Fame from initial
concept to present day, we are excited about its ability to recognize and honor the
career achievements of our peers.
Segments of tonight’s celebration will be filmed, edited, and uploaded to our
YouTube channel. Our goal is to archive pieces for each inductee and establish a web
presence for the Hall of Fame, allowing us to further promote the inductees and their
achievements via a traveling display at selected events.
Many thanks to Douglas Usiak, Chair and the Honorary Committee members,
the council Development Committee, two key council vendors – the Association
Development Group (ADG) and Rosalind D. Harris Virtual Assistant Services, and the
numerous sponsors, advertisers and gift donors listed in the program. Their support
has been crucial for the success of tonight’s event. I also need to thank Amy Wink
and Jonathan Serrano, NYSILC staff, for their efforts.
Finally, I want to thank all of you for celebrating the achievements of our peers
tonight. Let’s continue the celebration - out of recognition of their work, in our day
to-day lives, for the Hall of Fame inductees to come, and for our young adult and next
generation peers who are out making a difference today!

Respectfully,

Brad Williams
NYSILC

THE NEW YORK STATE
INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
(NYSILC)
proudly presents
the 2019 class of inductees
to the NYS Disability Rights Hall of Fame:
BRUCE DARLING
MARIA DIBBLE
DENISE FIGUEROA
BARBARA (BOBBI) LINN
and, posthumously,
SANDRA SCHNUR
THANK YOU FOR JOINING US
TO HONOR THEM TONIGHT!

BRUCE DARLING

B

ruce Darling has spent more than three decades advocating for the
rights of people with disabilities. In his many roles - as CEO of the
Center for Disability Rights and the Rochester-based Regional Center
for Independent Living; president of the National Council on Independent
Living; vice-chair of the New York State Independent Living Council (NYSILC),
and national organizer for ADAPT - he has been at the forefront of breaking
down barriers and empowering individuals with disabilities across his local
area, New York State, and the entire country.
Bruce was first introduced to disability advocacy in his youth, when he helped his grandfather, who had
lost both legs to diabetes, visit the Department of Motor Vehicles for a license to drive with hand controls.
The building was not accessible, and Bruce and his grandfather had to wait hours for assistance.
While this experience stayed with him, it did not set him directly on the path to a career in advocacy.
As a young man working for the Rochester Public Library, he encountered a group of disability activists
protesting the facility’s lack of communication access. The protest piqued his interest, and he began
working with the group. One of his first direct actions involved advocating for accessibility in Monroe
County’s public transit system. This brought him into a conversation with his friend and mentor, Adele
Carson, about community integration - and cemented his resolve to devote himself to ensuring life and
liberty for all people with disabilities.
In the 1980s, Bruce joined the staff of the Rochester Center for Independent Living and organized a
local ADAPT Chapter. In 1990, he co-founded the Center for Disability Rights (CDR) which provides
support services at several locations in Western New York, operates a policy office in Albany, and has a
national Policy Director in Washington, D.C.
Under Bruce’s leadership, CDR established the Community Supplemental Needs Pooled Trust, which
gives Medicaid recipients an alternative to “spending down” excess income to qualify for coverage.
This program serves consumers across the state and continues to grow as more people learn about and
use the option.
While Bruce’s accomplishments in advancing quality of life for those with disabilities are numerous
and noteworthy, he would say that his greatest accomplishment to date was his leadership role in
the “Summer of ADAPT,” when disability advocates across the country mobilized to protect Medicaid
from the onslaught of cuts proposed in 2017. This was the longest spanning series of consistent
direct actions – with the largest geographical spread – the disability community has ever held, and
it would not have been possible without Bruce’s leadership. Bruce has been diligently organizing
and advocating for support to pass the Disability Integration Act, which explicitly states that every
individual has a federally protected right to choose how they receive long-term services and support.
Bruce is committed to training the next generation of disability advocates through leadership
education for young people with disabilities. Thanks to his dedication and stewardship, the future of
the movement is in good hands.

MARIA DIBBLE

M

aria Dibble entered the disability rights arena in the early
1980s, a time when “accessibility” was little more than
a word in the dictionary for those outside the disability
community. In New York’s Southern Tier, that began to change when
Maria, newly graduated from college, rejected suggestions that she seek
employment in a sheltered workshop and co-founded the Southern
Tier Independence Center (STIC). For the first time, area residents with
disabilities had a local resource and voice to bring their concerns to
policymakers and the public.
As STIC has grown, so has Maria’s career as a savvy leader and a seasoned advocate for the rights
of individuals with disabilities. She was on the front lines in Washington during the battle for
passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Maria and her fellow advocates’ tireless work
came to fruition when President George H.W. Bush signed the ADA into law in 1990. Maria took
momentum from the ADA’s passage and used it to advance key components of the Independent
Living mission, including deinstitutionalization, supported employment, and Consumer Directed
Personal Assistance (CDPA). She was a leader in the Association on Independent Living, one of
the entities leading the charge for a statewide CDPA Program. And she continues to defend CDPA
against attacks from legislators, budget hawks, and the profit-seeking medical-industrial complex.
Maria was appointed to the New York State Independent Living Council (NYSILC) board of directors
and served as chair in the early 2000s, when the SILC and state plan were moving in new directions.
Maria realized there was lack of services for people who have both mental health challenges and
developmental disabilities. Existing services for each group treated people as if they belonged
in one category, and those with dual diagnoses were shuttled from provider to provider, never
getting the care they need. She recognized that children were especially vulnerable, as many
mental health care providers are reluctant to treat them.
In 2004, Maria mobilized the resources of STIC to create the Children’s Mental Health Task Force and
address this gap in services by fostering collaboration among voluntary and government agencies,
schools, and care providers. Under Maria’s leadership, the task force created action steps for the near
and long-term future, and generated a dozen detailed recommendations to address the issue. Among
Maria’s many accomplishments, this one stands out because it demonstrates the reach of her efforts,
illustrates her willingness to tackle complex and challenging issues, and proves her ability to bring a
diverse group together for a common purpose.
Not only has Maria brought about change both locally and globally, she has also inspired and
mentored several generations of advocates. Each of these advocates has gone on to work for
change and inspired others to do the same. This ripple effect ensures that individuals with
disabilities in Broome County and beyond will feel the impact of Maria’s work for generations
to come.

DENISE FIGUEROA

D

enise Figueroa’s personal experiences with disability influenced her
decision to pursue a life of advocacy – a decision that was sealed
during her years at Brooklyn College, when she met other students
with disabilities involved in the burgeoning disability rights movement.
She earned the Dr. Vera B. Dowd Award for College and Community Service,
City of New York, while still an undergraduate, for her volunteer efforts
advocating for disability rights in educational settings.
After college, Denise went to work in the New York City Mayor’s Office for
the Handicapped as Section 504 coordinator. Her responsibilities included providing training and
technical assistance to city agencies to ensure compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act. She also served as a plaintiff in a federal lawsuit against the New York City Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, which led to court-ordered accessible mass transit throughout the city,
benefitting millions of travelers.
Denise worked with the Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Association (now United Spinal) and the Capital
District Center for Independence before establishing the Independent Living Center of the Hudson
Valley (ILCHV) in 1987. During her three decades and counting in that position, the center has added
a second location in Hudson, NY and expanded its services to include artistic and health & wellness
programs for individuals with disabilities.
In addition to her work with ILCHV, Denise has served her community at the local, state and federal
levels. She has been on the board of directors of the Capital District Transportation Authority since
2002 and has served as its chairperson from 2010-2013. She chaired the New York State Association
on Independent Living’s board from 2002 to 2008, served and chaired the New York State Independent
Living Council board from 2009 to 2014, and served as board member of the Consumer Directed
Personal Assistance Association.
She was appointed by the governor to the Advisory Council to the New York State Commission on
Quality of Care and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities and currently serves on the Advisory Board
of the Justice Center. Denise also served on the board of the United States International Council on
Disability and was president of the National Council on Independent Living when the Americans with
Disabilities Act was signed into law.
Denise is committed to hiring individuals with disabilities at ILCHV whenever possible. One former
staffer, Blaise Bryant, recalls, “Denise treated me with the grace and dignity I needed so I could
learn how to succeed despite failing.” Bryant is now a communications and outreach associate with
Consumer Directed Choices, Inc.
Together with her late husband, fellow ILC founder and 2018 Hall of Fame inaugural inductee Pat
Figueroa, Denise has played a leading role in removing barriers to independent living at a national level
– but perhaps her greatest accomplishments can be found in the hundreds of lives she has impacted,
one day and one life at a time, as director at ILCHV.

BARBARA (BOBBI) LINN

O

ver her five-decade career as a disability rights advocate, Bobbi
Linn has served as a role model demonstrating how a person
with a significant developmental disability can run an agency
and serve as a community leader, and how a person with a speech
disability can effectively speak out for change.

Bobbi’s involvement with disability rights began in her teens. In the
late 1960s, she began studying at New York University. While working
to obtain the accommodations she required from the university,
she realized that the school had little understanding of the needs of
individuals with disabilities – so she reached out to her peers. Fellow students with disabilities
began looking to Bobbi as their advocate for an Office for Disabled Students. During her
undergraduate years, she crossed over from the role of advocate to one of leader.
Bobbi was a founding member of Disabled in Action and the founder and first executive
director of Bronx Independent Living Services (BILS), which she considers her greatest
accomplishment. During her 20-year tenure, BILS overcame multiple challenges and helped
bring about numerous systems changes in Bronx County. These included persuading a major
medical center to provide sign language interpreters for the deaf and a large movie complex
to provide captioning, and advocating for the expansion of paratransit services beyond
personal medical appointments.
Under Bobbi’s leadership, BILS also secured new funding sources, extended its services, and
introduced future leaders in the independent living movement to the IL philosophy. Mildred
Caballero-Ho, Sharon Shapiro-Lacks, and Zainab Jama all count Bobbi as a role model. When
Bobbi became too ill to continue as executive director, the board members she had mentored
rose to the challenge of keeping the organization active through its transition.
Bobbi was an early appointed member of the New York State Independent Living Council
(NYSILC), serving as chair in the late 1990s. Before founding BILS, Bobbi worked with the
Center for Independence of the Disabled as one of the first ILC advocacy counselors in New
York. She and her late colleague Ann Marie Tully were instrumental in spreading the word
about the Social Security Administration’s Work Incentives Provisions, which allows people with
disabilities to go to work without losing their Social Security benefits. Consumers, independent
living advocates, and even local statewide systems advocacy offices have benefited from their
educational outreach in this area.
As with many disability rights advocates, Bobbi’s mission grew out of her efforts to exercise
her own right to a quality, independent life. Along the way, she has helped bring about that
outcome for a vast network of peers.

SANDRA SCHNUR

I

n 1952, Vocational Rehabilitation evaluators advised 17-year-old
Sandra Schnur to go into basket weaving. She informed them that
she wanted to go to college – a request that led her to be labeled
“uncooperative.” Despite this discouragement, Sandra earned both a
bachelor’s degree from Hunter College and a master’s from New York
University, both in counseling.

In an era when people with severe disabilities rarely left their homes or
institutions, Sandra was determined to be part of the community.
She attended concerts, plays, movies, restaurants and special events, drawing on these experiences
to write “New York With Ease,” a guidebook for navigating the Big Apple in a wheelchair.
In the late 1970s, New York City decided to contract personal care services out to private vendors.
Recipients of these services feared they would be subject to “medical model” care and have little
control over their own lives. Sandra, then a city employee, teamed up with Marilyn Saviola, fellow
disability advocate and 2018 inaugural Hall of Fame inductee, to write a series of position papers
supporting self-direction in personal care services. She also organized Marilyn and other fellow
consumers for a demonstration at City Hall against the vendorization of services.
As one of the few managers with a disability in the city’s Department of Social Services (DSS), Sandra
was able to persuade them to set up a self-directed care program if a minimum number of consumers
could be recruited. Sandra used private paratransit to promote the program in neighborhoods from
the Bronx to Coney Island.
When her agency was transferred to the Department of Transportation, Sandra was instrumental in
getting the city to purchase its first accessible buses and create curb cuts and pedestrian ramps. She also
served on a committee overseeing the granting of wheelchair-accessible buses to community nonprofits.
In 1980, a core group of leaders including Marilyn Saviola, Muriel and Vincent Zgardowski, Ira Holland,
Ed Litcher, Daniel Ginsburg, and Gertrude Scheler met with DSS administrators in Sandra’s office and
negotiated the establishment of Concepts of Independence as an organization governed by a consumer
Board of Directors. DSS indicated a desire to have Sandra serve as Concepts’ executive director, but
she declined because she wanted the freedom to advocate for self-directing home care consumers.
Instead, she served as its board president until her death in 1994.
As an advocate who also worked in City Hall, Sandra knew her way around both sides of the aisle and
earned the trust of consumers and administrators alike. Because of her ability to articulate the needs
of the disability community to those in power, generations of individuals with disabilities have enjoyed
the benefits of a self-directed, independent life.
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WE HONOR

SANDRA
SCHNUR
Sandra led the fight for self-directed personal care services in NewYorkCity
and across the state. She was smart, sensible, empathetic—an all-around
great person and a fierce advocate.
When you or a loved one can live independently in the community with
these services, you have Sandra to thank.
Sandra richly deserves induction into the New York State Disability Hall of
Fame, as do her colleagues who join her today.
Marvin Wasserman, Board Member and
Joe Rappaport, Executive Director

Congratulations to the 2019 Class of the NY
Disability Rights Hall of Fame!
Consumer Directed Choices would like to give special
recognition to the inductees for their advocacy related to
Consumer Directed Personal Assistance.

Bruce Darling
Maria Dibble
Denise Figueroa
Barbara Bobbi Linn
Sandra Schnur
Consumer Directed Choices is a nonprofit organization founded by
people with disabilities to provide fiscal intermediary services in the
greater Capital Region for Consumer Directed Personal Assistance.
Proudly serving the greater Capital Region since 2001.

7 Washington Square, Albany, NY 12205

“May Self-Direction Rule the Land!”

518-464-0810

Constance Laymon, CDChoices Founding CEO

www.CDChoices.org

2018 NYS DRHOF Inductee
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Maria Dibble
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Congratulations to the 2019 NYS Disability
Rights Hall of Fame Inductees

www.pierrolaw.com
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New York City Office
60 East 42nd Street, 46th Fl.
New York, NY 10017
212-661-2480

Albany Office
43 British American Blvd., 2nd Fl.
Latham, NY 12110
518-459-2100

TrustcoBank.com

Since 1902, Trustco Bank has been
committed to providing affordable
banking products and giving back to
the communities we serve. That is why
we are proud to support New York
State Independent Living Council, Inc.
Stop into any of our local branches and see for
yourself why so many of your friends and neighbors
are choosing Trustco!

Home Town

800-670-3110
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Congratulates
NYSILC’s
2019 HALL OF FAME
INDUCTEES
Enhancing the quality of life of people living with
spinal cord injuries and disorders
w w w.unitedspinal.org
Connect with us

Visit www.unitedspinal.org
to join today!

The Viscardi Center is a
network of non-profits
dedicated to educating,
employing, and empowering
people with disabilities. We
offer a lifespan of programs
and services for children
and adults, including:

 Pre-K through High School Education (age 21)
 Youth Transition Services
 Day Habilitation Without Walls
 Vocational Training/Employment Placement
 Assistive Technology
 Digital Accessibility Services
 Workforce Diversification Assistance

201 I.U. WILLETS ROAD | ALBERTSON, NY 11507 | VISCARDICENTER.ORG | 516.465.1400

Your health and well-being
is important.
At M&T Bank, we’re proud to support those organizations that strive to make our
communities healthier places to live and work. That’s why we offer both our time and
resources and encourage others to do the same. Learn more at mtb.com.

Equal Housing Lender. ©2019 M&T Bank. Member FDIC.

The Viscardi Center is a network of non-profits dedicated to educating,
employing, and empowering people with disabilities, providing:








Pre-K through High School Education (age 21)
Youth Transition Services
Day Habilitation Without Walls
Vocational Training/Employment Placement
Assistive Technology
Digital Accessibility Services
Workforce Diversification Assistance
ViscardiCenter.org
516.465.1400

CONGRATULATIONS

TO DENISE FIGUEROA
AND ALL OF THE 2019
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES!
CDTA.ORG

Congratula�ons
Denise Figueroa
from the Board of Directors, staff and the individuals
the Independent Living Center of the Hudson Valley
is honored to serve.
Promoting independence, equality and full community participation
15-17 Third Street
Troy, NY 12180
(518) 274-0701

ilchv.org

HAVE A NOMINEE IN MIND FOR THE
2020 CLASS OF INDUCTEES?
Subscribe to our newsletter today
to be notified when nominations open!
NYSILC.ORG/SUBSCRIBE

Comprehensive Advocacy
Services for Individuals with
Disabilities
•

Affordable Health Insurance

•

Housing Assistance

•

Bene�its Assistance

•

Nursing Home Transition

•

Systems Advocacy
984 North Broadway, Suite 400
Yonkers, NY 10701
914-968-4717

Congratulations
2019 Hall of Fame
Inductees!
Your disability rights and
resource center.

��� Northeast ADA Center

Have a Question on the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA)?
The Northeast ADA Center Provides Information, Guidance
and Training on the Americans with Disabilities Act

Call Us TOLL-FREE: 800-949-4232
Email Us: northeastada@cornell.edu
Visit Us Online: www.NortheastADA.org

K. Lisa Yang and Hock E. Tan
Institute on Employment and Disability

The Northeast ADA Center is a member of the ADA National Network funded by the National Institute on Disability,
Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR grant number 90DP0088). We provide information, guidance,
and training on implementation of all aspects of the ADA. Our center is located at the Yang-Tan Institute at Cornell University.
Our staff consists of individuals with and without disabilities who have extensive experience in the disability field.

