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CEREMONY SCHEDULE
APRIL 26, 2018
TROY HILTON GARDEN INN • TROY, NY

COCKTAIL HOUR
5:30pm
Auctions and Raffles
Open bar with beer, wine, and soft drinks
Fruit and artisanal cheese station & passed hors d’oeuvres

DINNER
6:30pm

INAUGURAL CEREMONY
7:00pm

WELCOME
Dr. Christopher Rosa
Honorary Committee Chair, CUNY Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Amy Wink
Program Coordinator, NYSILC

Brad Williams
Executive Director, NYSILC

MESSAGE FROM CONGRESSMAN PAUL D. TONKO
Diana Bennett
District Coordinator, Office of Congressman Paul D. Tonko

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
Liz Benjamin, Emcee
Host of Capital Tonight and the State of Politics blog, Spectrum News

CLOSING REMARKS
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THE NEW YORK STATE
INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
(NYSILC)
proudly presents
the inaugural class of inductees to the
NYS Disability Rights Hall of Fame:
MARILYN E. SAVIOLA
CLIFTON PEREZ
DOUGLAS J. USIAK
and, posthumously,
ANNA FAY
PATRICIO (PAT) FIGUEROA, JR.
CONSTANCE LAYMON
TERENCE J. MOAKLEY
MICHAEL PELUSO
Thank you for joining us to honor them tonight!
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April 26, 2018

Dear Friends,
I want to congratulate the inductees to the inaugural 2018 New York State (NYS) Disability
Rights Hall of Fame and welcome family, colleagues, and guests to celebrate their lifelong
achievements.
As we took the NYS Disability Rights Hall of Fame from initial concept to present day, we felt
real excitement about its potential to recognize and honor the career achievements of our
peers. Like anything new, we had to work through the program’s structure, communications,
and a webpage. Imagine our anticipation as we headed toward the first call for nominations!
The council was thrilled to receive multiple nominations that led to the selection of the eight
inaugural inductees and will be working on the creation of the NYS Disability Rights Hall of
Fame traveling exhibit. Segments of tonight’s celebration will be filmed, edited, and uploaded
to our YouTube channel.
Many thanks to Dr. Christopher Rosa and the Honorary Committee members, the council
Development Committee, two key council vendors – the Association Development Group
(ADG) and Rosalind D. Harris Virtual Assistant Services, and the numerous sponsors,
advertisers and gift donors listed in the program. Their support has been crucial for the
success of tonight’s event. I also need to thank Amy Wink and Jonathan Serrano, NYSILC staff,
for their tireless efforts.
Finally, I want to thank all of you for celebrating the achievements of our peers tonight. Let’s
continue the celebration - out of recognition of their work, in our day-to-day lives, for the Hall
of Fame inductees to come, and for our young adult and next generation peers who are out
making a difference today!

Respectfully,

Brad Williams
NYSILC
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MARILYN E. SAVIOLA

M

arilyn Saviola is part of the “greatest generation” of civil
rights advocates who came of age in the 1960s and ‘70s and
reshaped our expectations of what formerly marginalized
populations could achieve.
At age 10, Marilyn contracted polio and was hospitalized for two
months in an iron lung. When she was able to breathe on her own
with a portable ventilator, she was transferred to Goldwater Memorial
Hospital for 18 months, then returned home.

Dissatisfied with her isolated home life, at 16 Marilyn urged her
parents to let her return to Goldwater, where she would at least be around people. Goldwater
was also less than ideal for a teenager, but Marilyn soon changed that, joining forces with
other younger residents to demand a young people’s ward. The new ward was a homelike
setting with a rec room, a kitchen and a staff in civilian clothes. Residents went on outings,
learned to take risks and make mistakes, and became self-realized adults.
Marilyn wanted to attend college but was denied support from State Vocational
Rehabilitation, which deemed her unemployable. With intervention from Senator Jacob Javits,
she was granted a semester tryout at Long Island University’s Brooklyn campus and stayed,
graduating in 1970. She went on to graduate studies at New York University. At both schools,
he was faced with barriers – physical and otherwise – and her relentless efforts to break them
down benefited generations of future students.
After graduation, Marilyn spent 11 years as a rehabilitation counselor at Goldwater. Her
impact on young residents and their families was immeasurable, as she promoted a positive
professional image and debunked many preconceived attitudes toward people with
disabilities. In 1975, the city proposed closing Goldwater, and Marilyn organized a protest at
City Hall. It worked; the facility stayed open.
Marilyn became executive director of the Center for Independence of the Disabled in New
York (CIDNY) in 1983 and moved to her own apartment. After struggling to obtain the home
care she needed, she led a groundbreaking new group, Concepts of Independence, which
helped transformed home care into a consumer-controlled model. Marilyn’s leadership
contributed to the passage of state legislation to make Consumer Directed Personal
Assistance (CDPA) a permanent and mandatory option.
In 1998, Marilyn became senior vice president for advocacy at Independence Care System,
which coordinates a range of home care, health care and social services to enable people
to live independently. In this role, she intervenes on behalf of members who face crises in
negotiating the systems that impact their lives.
She formed the ICS Health Access Program for Women With Physical Disabilities in 2008 to
help women get the preventive, gender-specific health services they need, such as breast
and cervical cancer screenings. Thanks to her efforts, these services are now widely available
in New York, and the effort will broaden to include accessible primary care benefiting both
women and men. In 2009, Marilyn and a delegation of women came to the NYC Komen Race
for the Cure with their wheelchairs draped in black, in memory of the women with breast
cancer who were diagnosed too late or not at all because of inaccessible mammography
services.
From her earliest days at Goldwater, Marilyn has been a noisy, brave, and relentless activist
for disability rights. Her six decades of advocacy have impacted the lives of individuals with
disabilities in myriad ways, and she has no intention of slowing down anytime soon.
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CLIFTON “CLIFF” PEREZ

C

liff Perez has been a fearless, persistent advocate for people
with disabilities, advocating both for specific individuals in
need and for systems change at the local, state and federal
levels. He holds a master’s degree in social work and serves as the
systems advocate for the Independent Living Center of the Hudson
Valley (ILCHV) in Troy, NY. He also serves on numerous committees,
boards and task forces charged with protecting and strengthening
disability rights.

Cliff’s career as a disability rights advocate began in his youth.
Born with a visual impairment, he developed a passion for sports,
particularly track, rowing and basketball. While attending Hudson Valley Community College
(HVCC), he was the first legally blind member of the varsity track team and the sports
photographer for the school newspaper. He knew, however, that HVCC could and should do
more to ensure its campus and curriculum were accessible to students with disabilities. He
helped persuade the administration to establish an Office of Disabled Student Services to
address those issues.
Cliff’s efforts to help individuals overcome obstacles have often led to broader systems
changes. Through his work on behalf of these individuals, the Office of Vocational
Rehabilitation (now ACCES-VR) was persuaded to consider music therapy as part of
acceptable therapeutic services, change its process for making services available to those
with learning disabilities, and make communications services more widely available for those
receiving vocational rehabilitation services.
Cliff was active in the movement to pass the Americans With Disabilities Act in 1990, and he
was asked to participate in the Washington Employment ADA Summit and to provide input
into the development of alternative dispute resolution provisions within ADA regulations.
He has used his knowledge of the ADA and his mediation skills to work with individuals and
communities on accessibility solutions.
Access to reliable transportation is key to ensuring people with disabilities can fully live and
work in the community. Cliff has been heavily involved in this issue at the local, state and
federal levels, advocating for increased accessibility in both public and private transportation.
Currently he serves on the board of Transport Troy, a group of active citizens that care about
making Troy accessible to all residents regardless of their preferred method of transit. “When
‘We the People’ make society accessible for and by people with disabilities, we will have an
accessible society for all,” says Cliff in what has become his signature statement.
Cliff has also fought passionately for voting accessibility, working with the League of Women
Voters and other organizations to ensure passage of the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) in
New York after it was passed at the federal level.
For many people with disabilities, Medicaid is the cornerstone to independent living. Cliff
has fought to expand Medicaid, make it more flexible and protect it from cuts. He was
instrumental in New York’s passage of the Medicaid Buy-In program to help employed
individuals with disabilities keep their health coverage and care, and in the establishment
of the Money Follows the Person Demonstration project, which helps people avoid or leave
institutional settings. In 2017 he participated in massive demonstrations in Washington, DC
against Medicaid cuts.
One of Cliff’s favorite sayings is, “Is not life wonderful?” His efforts over the years have made
life more wonderful for countless people in the disability community and the greater world.
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DOUGLAS J. USIAK

D

oug Usiak’s work for disability rights and independent living
began in 1974, after an accident in the US Army cost him his
sight. At the VA’s Blind Rehabilitation Center, he learned the
skills needed to live without sight, and the National Federation of the
Blind (NFB) made him aware of the Disability Rights movement.

In September of 1975, at Buffalo State College, he pursued a career
in Industrial Arts Education – a choice that worried school instructors
and officials, who questioned the ability of a blind person to teach
shop to non-disabled young people. Several of the instructors took
steps intended to push Doug out of the program, but he fought back
successfully, with support from the VA, the NFB, the BVA, and the little-known Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, Section 504. Ultimately able to graduate from the Industrial Arts program, Doug
was inducted into Epsilon Pi Tau, an international honor society for professions in technology.
In 1977, Doug’s work with the NFB prompted him to spearhead a Statewide investigation that
resulted in the reform of many programs and practices of the New York State Commission for
the Blind and Visually Handicapped. Other local efforts included: Chairing the Committee that
established the Erie County Office for People with Disabilities; and organizing parents in the
Town of Akron to compel the installation of an elevator in a previously inaccessible school.
Since 1983, Doug has served as Executive Director of Western New York Independent Living,
Inc. (WNYIL), the umbrella organization for five Independent Living Centers. Here, he has
overseen the creation and expansion of services, empowering those across the spectrum
of disabilities to live independently in the community. Doug’s focus has been on peer-run,
not just peer-led programs, so the person with the disability is in the driver’s seat. Among
the other “hats” Doug wears, he has been Acting Executive Director of NYSILC; worked in
information, relations and education for the Blind Association of Western New York; and
consulted with industrial arts and vocational educators on working with students with
disabilities.
At the University at Buffalo, Doug is on the Advisory Committee of the Center for Inclusive
Design and Environmental Access, part of the School of Architecture and Planning; and
works with the Center on Knowledge Translation for Technology Transfer (KT4TT), which
assists those planning or conducting assistive technology research and development projects.
Doug’s consumer-input focus groups enabled major companies like Black & Decker, Whirlpool,
Kodak, White Rogers and dozens of smaller companies to ensure their products are accessible
to customers with many functional limitations.
Doug’s work extends across and beyond the United States. He has presented at conferences
around the country on disability rights and the IL philosophy. He directed a technical
assistance idea exchange between the US and the island of Jamaica and participated in a
cultural exchange visit between the University at Buffalo’s Center for Assistive Technology and
members of Independent Living Centers in Brazil.
Doug earned the “Disabled, but Able to Vote” award for his work to promote voter
registration for people with disabilities; and Honorable Mention in the New York State Eleanor
Roosevelt Community Service Awards for organizing 60 volunteers and 45 organizations in
the “Be Parking Considerate” awareness campaign.
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Doug led a six-University team from across the Country, as the Principal Investigator of the
National Institute for Disability, Independent Living and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR)’s
Rehabilitation Research and Training Center on Independent Living Management, the first
RRTC awarded to a CIL. In this effort, seven peer-reviewed papers were published on
Independent Living, and 26 management tools were produced to assist CILs in administrating
their programs and services.
You will never hear Doug say, “Look what I’ve done.” He is quick to give the members of
his team credit for their efforts to advance the rights and quality of life for individuals with
disabilities. He motivates people to go beyond their comfort zones and insists that they
be accepted for their strengths, not their perceived weaknesses. Thanks to Doug Usiak’s
leadership, countless individuals with disabilities are living full lives as members of their
communities.
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ANNA FAY

A

nna Fay was a true pioneer in disability rights, one of the
founders and leaders of the Independent Living movement
nationally and locally.

Anna was instrumental in the creation of the Center for Independence
of the Disabled of New York (CIDNY) in the 1970s and was an
officer of the Westchester/Yonkers Independent Living Center in the
1980s and ‘90s. At the time of her death in 2017 at the age of 79,
she was senior vice president of independent living services at the
Independence Care System in New York City.
Anna did not set out to be a fierce advocate for people with disabilities. She came to it by
her natural zest for life and desire to get more out of it than what people with disabilities had
been afforded.
She acquired her disability after contracting polio at age 6. In the Bronx in the 1940s,
children with disabilities had to make do with a few hours of schooling a week, separate from
nondisabled peers. Despite this, Anna passed her Regents exams and graduated from high
school at age 15, then studied medical administration at New York City Technical College in
Brooklyn. After graduation, she spent 30 years in the medical administration field, first at the
Rusk Institute and then at Mount Sinai Hospital.
As a student, frustrated with the state of charter transportation service between her home
and school, she taught herself to drive with hand controls. Years later, during the energy
crisis of 1973, she fought successfully to exempt people with disabilities from a ban on motor
vehicles in the city. This success emboldened the disability community to push for greater
access to all public accommodations and raise awareness of disability issues throughout
society.
In 1977, Anna took part in a national sit-in campaign to force the federal government to keep
its promise to end discrimination based on disability by entities receiving federal funds. These
demonstrations led Joseph Califano, secretary of what was then called the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare, to move ahead on Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act,
which provided the legal framework and much of the language for the Americans With
Disabilities Act of 1990.
Anna remained involved in activism after the ADA became law. In her mid-70s she
participated in civil disobedience at Princeton University to protest Peter Singer’s arguments
for euthanizing infants with disabilities, proving she was willing to be arrested in defense of
the dignity of all people with disabilities.
At Independence Care System, Anna led the Member Council and helped create the Civics
League for Disability Rights, a forum for ICS members, other New Yorkers with disabilities
and their allies to learn from one another to be activists and self-advocates. Members of that
forum have testified at a state Assembly hearing on home health care, educated members of
Congress about complex medical equipment and engaged in protests against Medicaid cuts.
Anna Fay was a shining light in the disability rights movement whose work will continue to
benefit individuals with disabilities for generations to come.
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PATRICIO “PAT” FIGUEROA

P

at Figueroa was a peer who had no peers. He was one of the
nation’s most inspiring, innovative leaders of the disability rights
and Independent Living movements for more than four decades.

Born with spina bifida, Pat had a passion for art and was accepted
to New York City’s High School of Art and Design, where he was the
only student with a disability. He was eager to study architecture
at Pratt Institute, but had to withdraw because of inaccessibility
issues. He enrolled at the Parsons School of Design and began his
role as a disability rights advocate with Disabled in Action (DIA).
He participated in rallies and sit-ins, and in one memorable protest,
hurtled himself into the path of a city bus at rush hour.
As a DIA leader, Pat was at the forefront of advocating for equal access in education, housing,
transportation and civil rights. While enrolled at Brooklyn College, he co-founded a student
organization that advocated for accessibility at Brooklyn and later at other city universities.
Pat earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology from Brooklyn College and a master’s in urban
planning from New York University.
In 1978, Pat secured funding from the National Paraplegia Foundation to start the Center for
Independence of the Disabled in New York (CIDNY), the first Independent Living Center in
New York state. As its first executive director, Pat managed the prototype for what would
become a network of ILCs throughout the state and mentored those fledgling centers and
their directors.
Pat continued his advocacy work, fighting for ILC funding and accessible mass transit. In 1980,
he and the staffs of CIDNY and the Bronx ILC took over Metropolitan Transportation Authority
headquarters, trapping Chairman Richard Ravich for more than 10 hours and getting lots of
media attention.
In 1983, Pat co-founded the 504 Democratic Club, a New York City-based coalition of
Democrats working toward inclusion of people with disabilities in the political and social
fabric of society.
The following year, he left the city and moved with his family to the Capital District, where his
wife, Denise, directed the Independent Living Center of the Hudson Valley. He spent 19 years
as a New York State employee, first as the statewide Client Assistance Coordinator for the
Commission on Quality of Care for People With Disabilities, then as contract administrator for
the Office for the Aging.
Pat was one of the first to embrace the Internet. He developed a website for ILCHV and
also developed and managed ILUSA.org, a site by people with disabilities for people with
disabilities and others interested in Independent Living. Pat and his wife co-founded the
newspaper Independence Today.
After Pat’s death in 2012 at age 63, the New York State Independent Living Council created
the Patricio “Pat” Figueroa Scholarship Program, which enables young adults with disabilities
to attend leadership training programs. That same year, ILCHV dedicated its advocacy, arts,
education and communication programs to his memory under the name Pat’s Place.
Pat was an advocate and activist, a born leader and organizer, a mentor and advisor, a master
of communication and more. His passion was contagious, and because of his achievements,
the world is a better place.

2018 Hall of Fame | 12

CONSTANCE LAYMON

C

onstance Laymon’s passion for self-directed living started
but did not end with herself. Paralyzed in a fall at age 17, she
discovered her life’s work when she took a job at the Capital
District Center for Independence, helping develop a program to offer
people with disabilities more autonomy in their home care.
After fiscal problems at the center ended that job, Constance began
laying the groundwork for a new nonprofit that would serve people
who wanted to use Consumer Directed Personal Assistance (CDPA)
for their home care. Her goal was to build a consumer-directed
organization that was also fiscally sound.

Together with a small group of consumers and family members, she crafted what would
become Consumer Directed Choices, Inc. CDChoices incorporated as a nonprofit in 1997 and
became operational in late 2001. It originally served consumers in two counties but quickly
expanded to four.
A user of home care herself, Constance was dedicated to making it possible for consumers
to succeed using CDPA. She gave them her personal cell number and was available around
the clock. She once walked out of a meeting with the state health commissioner to take a call
from a consumer in crisis.
Constance advocated tirelessly for systems change, serving as the advocacy chair of the
Consumer Directed Personal Assistance Association of New York State (CDPAANYS), an
organization she also served as president and Government Relations Committee chair. She
was a frequent participant in rallies supporting CDPA and opposing Medicaid cuts in both
Albany and Washington, often sporting a neon-pink sign that read, “I’m Too Sexy for a
Nursing Home.”
She advocated for the expansion of CDPA to include consumers who were not self-directing
but required a designated representative to use it. This enabled more people to access selfdirected home care.
Constance was a member of several work groups and councils, including the New York State
Most Integrated Setting Coordinating Council, the NYS Department of Health Durable Medical
Equipment Workgroup, NYSDOH Long Term Care Restructuring Advisory Committee, Albany
County Long Term Care Council and many others. She enjoyed contributing to and reading
government regulations, stating it was important to understand the rules of the game that
people with disabilities navigated.
She earned recognition as both a successful businesswoman and a champion of selfdirected living. She was named a Pioneering Woman of the Capital Region in 2003, and
received the Beacon Leadership Award from the Independent Living Center of the Hudson
Valley in 2011. After her death in 2012 at the age of 46, CDPAANYS created the Constance
Laymon Excellence in Leadership Award, and the Home Care Association of New York State
posthumously awarded her its highest honor, the Ruth F. Wilson Award.
Constance’s knowledge of health care and social service policy helped her organization,
CDChoices, survive the transition from fee-for-service Medicaid to managed long-term care.
The company now empowers nearly 900 individuals with disabilities to live self-directed lives,
thanks to one woman with a vision.
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TERENCE J. MOAKLEY

T

erry Moakley was a key player in the movement to make
transportation accessible to people with disabilities. Any
time someone boards an accessible bus in New York City or
elsewhere, they have him to thank.

After graduating from St. John’s University at the height of the
Vietnam War, Terry enlisted in the Marine Corps. While serving
stateside, he broke his neck and was left with quadriplegia. He spent
two years recuperating at a Bronx VA hospital, where his fellow
patients included Jim Peters, founder of the Eastern Paralyzed
Veterans Association (EPVA); Bobbie Muller, Nobel Peace Prize
winner and Vietnam Veterans of America founder; and Ron Kovic, author of “Born on the
Fourth of July.”
Terry became a member of EPVA (later renamed the United Spinal Association) and later
joined its staff, eventually becoming its president.
Terry realized that his status as a veteran with a disability would not improve his chances
of getting up an unramped curb, boarding an inaccessible bus or entering an inaccessible
building. He brought together a coalition of New York City disability advocates and fellow
Vietnam-era veterans with disabilities to fight for accessible transportation.
Terry was a co-plaintiff in EPVA’s landmark litigation that resulted in bus and key subway
station accessibility and the creation of the Access-a-Ride program. Because of the efforts of
Terry and his colleagues, New York became the first major city in the US to have a 100 percent
accessible bus service and the first old rail city to agree to retrofit key stations to make them
accessible.
Terry also co-founded the Taxis for All Campaign, which gained access to 50 percent of the
city’s green and yellow cabs. He also founded the Association for Transportation Instruction
to facilitate ridership and educate transportation providers, and Mobility Through Access, a
coalition of individuals and organizations seeking access to mass transit.
After the Americans With Disabilities Act was passed in 1990, Terry traveled all over the state
and later, with Paralyzed Veterans of America, all over the country to explain the ADA. He also
worked closely with the New York City Department of Education’s Office of Travel Training,
which began as a provider instruction to students with cognitive disabilities and expanded to
those with physical disabilities after the passage of the ADA. Terry’s support and assistance
were instrumental in this expansion.
Over his long career, Terry was the inspiration and provided the factual and philosophical
underpinning for countless people with disabilities and their advocates to involve themselves
in disability issues. Dozens of EPVA and United Spinal employees have gone on to lead
nonprofits and hold important government positions, and all of them preach the gospel
according to Terry Moakley.
Terry, who died in 2014 at age 69, is a legend in the New York City disability community. He
was one of the first to build a bridge between advocates representing various members of the
community. He saw the commonalities and helped his colleagues recognize them and work
together.
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MICHAEL PELUSO

M

ichael Peluso spent three decades as an impassioned advocate
for the rights of people with disabilities: offering peer support,
managing programs, building coalitions, and lobbying
legislators on the state and federal levels.
As a student at Syracuse in the 1970s, Michael was in a traumatic
accident that left him with quadriplegia. He successfully completed
years of arduous rehabilitation and continued forward, graduating
from Syracuse in 1983 with a bachelor of science degree in public
communication.

His career began at ARISE, Inc., the Independent Living Center in
Syracuse. He served as its public policy advocate, communication coordinator and legislative
liaison, and later as program coordinator.
In 1989, he moved to Albany and began work as the New York State Client Assistance
Program coordinator at the state’s Commission on Quality of Care for the Mentally Disabled &
Advocacy for Persons With Disabilities. His responsibilities included statewide programmatic
and fiscal administration, staff development and supervision, interagency relations, and public
policy monitoring and reform. He also represented the commission on several state and
national organizations and committees.
Michael was instrumental in the reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act in 1992, testifying
before the U.S. House of Representatives Select Committee on Special Education on behalf of
the National Association of Protection and Advocacy Systems.
He engaged in extensive lobbying efforts in association with the Ticket to Work and Work
Incentives Improvement Act, and the Americans With Disabilities Act. He also directed and
participated in lobbying the state Legislature for enhanced community-based supports
in the areas of accessible transportation, CDPA services, independent living services,
deinstitutionalization and supported employment.
He participated in interagency initiatives, developed position papers and provided public
testimony to advance competitive employment outcomes by state-administered vocational
rehabilitation programs.
Michael also presented extensive public information sessions and trainings on navigating
and implementing various initiatives. A certified dispute mediator, he represented individuals
with disabilities at Social Services, Social Security and Vocational Rehabilitation fair hearing
appeals.
In the mid-2000s, Michael joined the New York State Education Department as liaison to the
New York State Rehabilitation Council, later becoming a senior manager. He oversaw New
York’s network of Independent Living Centers and served as an interagency, legislative and
community relations coordinator. He also coordinated requests for proposals for various
NYSED services and advocated, initiated and coordinated vocational resources for service
members and veterans facing barriers to employment. He held those responsibilities until his
death in 2017 at age 60.
Michael Peluso was a big-picture thinker who worked tirelessly for systems change, but he
never lost track of the people affected by those systems and was never too busy to offer help
and support to an individual in need.
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NYAIL recognizes NYSILC for their creation of the

NYS DISABILITY RIGHTS HALL OF FAME
and congratulates the inaugural inductees:

Clifton Perez
Marilyn E. Saviola
Douglas J. Usiak
Anna Fay
Patricio (Pat) Figueroa, Jr.
Constance Laymon
Terence J. Moakley
Michael Peluso

155 Washington Avenue, Suite 208 | Albany, NY 12210
518.465.4650 | 518.465.4625 fax | info@ilny.org | www.ilny.org
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Congratulations to the 1st Inductees to the
New York State Independent Living
Council (NYSILC) Disability Rights
Hall of Fame

Clifton Perez • Marilyn E. Saviola • Douglas J. Usiak
• Anna Fay (posthumous) • Patricio (Pat) Figueroa, Jr.
(posthumous) • Constance Laymon (posthumous)
• Terence J. Moakley (posthumous) • Michael Peluso
(posthumous)

Celebrating 30 years of services on behalf of people with
disabilities in the Mid-Hudson Region since 1987. Our
Vision is a barrier-free society with opportunities for all
people to achieve their maximum potential.

myindependentliving.org
19 | NYSILC

��� Northeast ADA Center

Have a Question on the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA)?
The Northeast ADA Center Provides Information, Guidance
and Training on the Americans with Disabilities Act

Call Us TOLL-FREE: 800-949-4232
Email Us: northeastada@cornell.edu
Visit Us Online: www.NortheastADA.org

K. Lisa Yang and Hock E. Tan
Institute on Employment and Disability

The Northeast ADA Center is a member of the ADA National Network funded by the National Institute on Disability,
Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR grant number 90DP0088). We provide information, guidance,
and training on implementation of all aspects of the ADA. Our center is located at the Yang-Tan Institute at Cornell University.
Our staff consists of individuals with and without disabilities who have extensive experience in the disability field.
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Congratulations to the Inaugural Class of the
NY Disability Rights Hall of Fame!
Consumer Directed Choices would like to give special
thanks to:
Constance Laymon - whose vision of self-direction for all
created an organization that keeps people in their own
homes and communities, not nursing homes
Michael Peluso - a former CDChoices Consumer and tireless advocate for disability rights

Michael Peluso,
CDChoices Consumer
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“May Self-Direction Rule the Land!”
Constance Laymon, Founding CEO
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WE’RE THE ONE.
ONE CARE MANAGER.
ONE NETWORK.
ONE LIFE PLAN.
JUST FOR YOU.

primecareny.org • 1.844.347.3168 • info@primecareny.org
23 | NYSILC

2018 Hall of Fame | 24

Thank You NYSILC for honoring

TERENCE MOAKLEY

and empowering New Yorkers with Disabilities
Join United Spinal Association and receive

a FREE subscription to
NEW MOBILITY MAGAZINE
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Visit www.unitedspinal.org
to join today!
Follow us on:
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Special Congrats to NYSILC
Disability Rights Hall of Fame
Inductees:
Clifton Perez
Marilyn E. Saviola
Douglas J. Usiak
Anna Fay
Patricio (Pat) Figueroa, Jr.
Constance Laymon
Terence J. Moakley
Michael Peluso
WDOMI Empowering people for over 30 years!
914-968-4717 984 North Broadway Suite LL10, Yonkers NY 10701
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WE HONOR TERRY MOAKLEY

who led the fight for disability rights and accessibility for
decades in New York City and across the state and nation. Terry
was smart, sensible, empathetic--an all-around great person and
a fierce advocate.
When you ride an accessible bus, hail an accessible taxi or take
an elevator in an accessible New York City subway station, you
have Terry to thank.

Terry richly deserves induction into the New York State Disability
Hall of Fame, as do his colleagues
who join him in the inaugural
class today.
Joseph G. Rappaport
Executive Director
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Center for
Access and
Assistive
Technology
salutes

NYSILC
and its
NYS Disability Rights
Hall of Fame
Congratulations!
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Independent Living of the Genesee Region is a
community pathway for an empowered life for
people with disabilities. Serving Genesee,
CDPAANYS
congratulates
Orleans and Wyoming
Counties
the 2018 Inductees to NYSILC's
Disability Rights Hall of Fame:
Clifton Perez
of the GeneseeMarilyn
Region
E. Saviola
Douglas J. Usiak
Main Street, Batavia,
NY
Anna
Fay14020
Patricio
(Pat)400
Figueroa, Jr.
(585) 815-8501
ext.
Constance Laymon
http://www.wnyil.org/ILGR
Terence J. Moakley
Michael Peluso

Independent Living

113

BARFIELD PUBLIC RELATIONS INC.
salutes

NEW YORK STATE
INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
Improving the lives of individuals
with disabilities in Western NY through the
Independent Living philosophy
of consumer choice

ON ITS INAUGURAL

NYS DISABILITY RIGHTS
HALL OF FAME CEREMONY
AND THE

Independent
Living Center

3108 Main St., Buffalo, NY 14214
(716) 836-0822 • Fax (716)835-3967
www.wnyil.org/Independent-Living

Eight Honorees for their
Accomplishments
(212) 736-0404 • Barfieldmedia@gmail.com
www.Barfieldny.com

Education, Empowerment, and Equality
for People with Disabilities
DESIGN WITH PURPOSE

Creative services for professional trade
associations, non-profit charitable organizations,
credit unions and small business.
136 Everett Rd, Albany | 518.694.5536 | www.studio136.biz

746 Portage Rd., Niagara Falls, NY 14301
(716) 284-4131 (Voice/TDD)
(716) 284-3230 (Fax)
www.wnyil.org/Independent-Living-Niagara

Independent Living of the Genesee Region is a
community pathway for an empowered life for
people with disabilities. Serving Genesee,
Orleans and Wyoming Counties

Independent Living
of the Genesee Region
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113 Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020

Independent Living of the Genesee Region is a
community pathway for an empowered life for
people with disabilities. Serving Genesee,
Orleans and Wyoming Counties

Independent Living
of the Genesee Region

recruiting talent and culture

113 Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020


(585) 815-8501 ext. 400
http://www.wnyil.org/ILGR
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22 YEARS IN BUSINESS
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ALBANY BUSINESS REVIEW

www.universalabilities.com

1.631.880.7929
12014214
3108 Main
St., Buffalo,xNY
(716) 836-0822 • Fax (716)835-3967
www.wnyil.org/Independent-Living
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISE

w w w . f u s c o p e r s o n n e l . n e t

SENECA RESORTS & CASINOS
IS PROUD TO SPONSOR
THE NEW YORK STATE DISABILITY RIGHTS
HALL OF FAME AWARDS CEREMONY
AND DINNER
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Congratulations to the Inaugural Inductees of the
NYS Disability Rights Hall of Fame!

www.pierrolaw.com

Estate Planning | Estate & Trust Litigation | Elder Law
Business Planning | Medicaid Planning | Special Needs
Estate & Trust Administration | Tax Planning

New York City Office
60 East 42nd Street, 46th Fl.
New York, NY 10017
212-661-2480

Albany Office
43 British American Blvd., 2nd Fl.
Latham, NY 12110
518-459-2100
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