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HURRY - Take NYSILC's Statewide Consumer
Needs Assessment Survey Before It Closes!

This survey, for all New Yorkers with disabilities, is closing on
August 15th! It is our most important tool to find out what needs are
not currently being met around the state. Please consider completing
the survey and sharing it with your peers in the disability community.
Your answers will help us make sure that your needs are included in
the upcoming State Plan for Independent Living.

At the end of the survey, you may enter to win a $50 Amazon gift
card.

2026 NYSILC Needs Assessment Consumer Survey

NYSILC Council Members
 
Executive Committee:

Chair
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Vice Chair
Lindsay Miller

Secretary
Sonam Ben Willow

Treasurer
Stephanie Woodward

Member at Large
Michele Juda

Staff:

Employment Opportunities at
Peer Organizations in NYS

NYC Mayor's Office for People with
Disabilities
Hiring: Accessibility Specialist
Link to posting: https://tinyurl.com/bdfeehm5

Association of Programs for Rural
Independent Living (APRIL)
Hiring: Manager of Program Development &
Technical Assistance (remote)
Link to posting: https://ncil.org/news/jobs/april-
program-development/

Center for Independence of the Disabled
New York (CIDNY)

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LMPPRRQ
https://tinyurl.com/bdfeehm5
https://ncil.org/news/jobs/april-program-development/
https://ncil.org/news/jobs/april-program-development/


Executive Director:
Laura Cardwell
laurac@nysilc.org

Program Coordinator:
Amy Wink
awink@nysilc.org

Community Building and
Media Specialist:
Emily Bianchine-Cummings
emilyb@nysilc.org

Hiring many positions in Manhattan and
Queens
Link to postings: https://www.cidny.org/jobs/

Harlem Independent Living Center
Hiring 4 open positions: Administrative &
Community Services Coordinator, Victim
Services Specialists
Link to postings: https://hilc.org/careers

Long Island Center for Independent Living
Hiring: Customized Employment Specialist
Link to posting:
https://licilinc.org/announcements/join-team-
licil/

Self-Initiated Living Options, Inc.
Hiring many positions in Suffolk County
Link to postings:
https://www.siloinc.org/siloemployment

Resource Center for Independent Living
Hiring: many postions in and around Utica
Link to postings: https://www.rcil.com/join-our-
team/careers/openings/

Southern Adirondack Independent Living
Hiring: Regional Resource Development
Specialist
Link to posting:
https://www.sailhelps.org/careers

BRIDGES of Rockland County
Hiring: PPL Facilitation Specialist, Orientation
& Mobility Specialist
Link to posting:
https://www.bridgesrc.org/careers/

Western New York Independent Living
Hiring: Mental Health Peer Connection Peer
Support Specialist
Link to posting:
https://www.wnyil.org/employment/open-
positions/

We Mourn the Passing of
Susan Dooha

We are deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Susan Dooha,
who had previously served as the Center for Independence of the
Disabled (CIDNY)’s Executive Director for 19 years. Susan's
leadership, unwavering advocacy, and deep commitment to disability
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rights helped shape our organization and
strengthen the disability community across
New York.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to
Susan's family, friends, colleagues, and all
who had the privilege of knowing and
working with her. We are profoundly
grateful for Susan's extraordinary
contributions to the disability rights
movement. Her legacy will continue to
inspire our work, and she will be deeply
missed.

FREE Citizen Preparedness Corps Training
September 24, 2026 at 6pm

Sage Ballroom, Troy Hilton Garden Inn

NYSILC's Emergency Preparedness Committee and the NYS
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services invite you to
Citizen Preparedness Corps training (CPC) - a free, open to the
public, 60-to-90-minute program run by the New York National Guard
and the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services
(DHSES).

This program is free and teaches residents how to plan for, respond
to, and recover from natural and man-made disasters. Registered
attendees will receive one free emergency go-bag per household.

The training will be conducted in English with ASL interpretation. If
you would like to attend, please register here: Event Registration

In order for the event to be held, 50 people minimum must register.
The maximum capacity for the room is 100 people. Please only
register if you can go. 

Join NYSILC's Youth
Leadership Subcommittee!

Are you between the ages of 16 and 25
and have a disability?

NYSILC's Youth Leadership
Subcommittee is looking for young people who want to connect,
learn, and make a difference. Whether you're new to leadership or
already involved in advocacy, this is a space where your ideas matter
and your experiences can help shape the future of Independent
Living in New York.

https://www.dhses.ny.gov/citizen-preparedness-corps
https://pspapps.dhses.ny.gov/CitizenPreparednessCorps/views/registrant/add.xhtml?lang=en&eventId=804


As a member, you'll meet other young people from across New York,
build confidence, and work together to create the change you want to
see. All disabilities are welcome. This group meets virtually, with
opportunities for growth and connection in your personal and
professional networks.

If you're ready to learn, share your perspective, and help turn ideas
into action, we'd love to have you join us. Apply today!

Smash Laura's Car for Youth Leadership!
Laura Cardwell, the executive director of the New York State
Independent Living Council, is raising money to support new
programming to establish New York youth and young adults as
leaders in the disability community.

Your tax-deductible contribution will make it possible for us to cover
travel costs, facilitate and host accessible meetings for our new Youth
Leadership initiative (age 16 to 25). Disabled youth and young adult
leaders are the future of the Independent Living movement (and the
world), and they deserve real opportunities to connect and grow - not
just Zoom meetings and emails.

Donate here!

So, what does this have to do with smashing Laura's car?
Answer: Nothing.

But if you're curious, she donated her car to be driven in the Altamont
Fair demolition derby on August 23. It will be driven by Chandler
Miller, son of Mary Miller, who oversees (among MANY things) the
food and hygiene pantry at Capital District Center for Independence
in Albany. The car number is 13X.

Before my car belonged to Laura, it belonged to her father, who
passed away in June after an extended illness and hospice care at
home. Laura's professional network was incredibly helpful and kind
during his illness and after he passed, which she is grateful for. Laura
has also been able to donate many of his supplies and medical
equipment to local centers for independent living and organizations
serving people with disabilities.

Attention Young Adults with Disabilities -
We have $1,000 Scholarships available!

Our Pat Figueroa Scholarship program provides funding for young adults
with disabilities to attend and participate in independent living related
conferences and/or national disability and leadership trainings.
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Are you a Center for Independent Living (CIL) or other organization
working with young adults? Please share this information with your
young adult consumers!

Learn more and apply here!

Accessible Food Pantries and
Resources in New York State

We are sharing information about accessible
food pantries and other food resources
throughout New York State, organized by
region. We will continue to add to it as we
locate and confirm other accessible pantries.

Find the list on the NYSILC website

This is part of an ongoing project to build a comprehensive resource
aimed at helping people identify which food pantries, kitchens, and other
resources in their region are accessible.

If you know of a resource in your area not listed, please email Amy
at awink@nysilc.org.

Let Us Share Your News!
We'd love to help spread the news
about your NYS Independent
Living Center (ILC) or disability-
related organization.

If you have information about a
service, event, or news you would
like us to share, please email Amy
Wink at awink@nysilc.org

Thank you!

Upcoming NYSILC events/activities:

FREE Citizen Preparedness Corps Training - Thursday, September
24 at 6pm at the Saqe Ballroom in the Troy, NY Hilton Garden Inn﻿

Next NYSILC Full Council Meeting - Friday, September 25, 2026
from 9:30 to 1:30 PM at the at the Troy, NY Hilton Garden Inn and
remotely via Zoom. ﻿

﻿Please visit https://nysilc.org/council/meetings-calendar for details. 
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