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NYSILC's Statewide Consumer
Needs Assessment Survey is out!

This survey is for all New Yorkers with disabilities. It is our most
important tool to find out what needs are not currently being met
around the state. Please consider completing the survey and sharing
it with your peers in the disability community. Your answers will help
us make sure that your needs are included in the upcoming State
Plan for Independent Living.

At the end of the survey, you may enter to win a $50 Amazon gift
card.

2026 NYSILC Needs Assessment Consumer Survey
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You Are Invited to the Disability
Community Picnic!

Join us on Thursday, July 9th
at the Peebles Island State Park Pavilion!

1 Delaware Avenue North, Cohoes, NY 12047
from 3-6pm, RAIN OR SHINE

Join NYSILC for an afternoon of accessible fun, food, and activities
for people of all ages and abilities. Desserts have been generously
donated by Snowman Ice Cream and Bella Napoli.

Want to attend? Please register here so we know how many people
to expect. We hope to see you there!



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LMPPRRQ
https://parks.ny.gov/visit/state-parks/peebles-island-state-park
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQ0IyRcCF_3xe5KpZ0pouH04qMTKMg0Q7UG2OnOmariCn3XA/viewform?usp=dialog
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NYSILC's FREE June Webinar:

Accessible Recreation on New
York State Lands

On Wednesday, June 24 at 1pm, join
us for a free webinar on Accessible
Recreation on New York State Lands
featuring Leah Akins, Statewide
Accessibility Coordinator from the NYS
Department of Environmental
Conservation.

Register Here!

This webinar will focus on outdoors
access and educate participants on
available opportunities for New Yorkers
with all types of disabilities to enjoy
hiking, camping, fishing, hunting and
more.

American Sign Language (ASL) and
CART (human) captioning will be
provided. The webinar will be recorded
and made available to all who register.

This webinar is the fifth in our year-long
series.

Please note we will take a summer break
so there will be NO webinar in July. Stay
tuned for information about our next
webinar in August.

The New York State Independent Living Council (NYSILC)

Council Member Applications Close June 26!

We're seeking multiple dynamic, diverse leaders to join our volunteer
statewide council and help guide the future of Independent Living in
New York with our Statewide Plan for Independent Living!

We're looking for advocates from all walks of life — including people of
all disabilities, races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, ages,
and regions of New York — who are ready to make an impact. Council
members serve a three-year term which will start in January 2027.

Council member applications are now available - apply_here!


mailto:laurac@nysilc.org
mailto:awink@nysilc.org
mailto:emilyb@nysilc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_g0KnZJkURuywKfsb9kxI_Q
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3kbhkl4Hkuo5FVF2kvMF6g8iEsPU2V55ifLLtJOahGuMLJQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3kbhkl4Hkuo5FVF2kvMF6g8iEsPU2V55ifLLtJOahGuMLJQ/viewform

Interested individuals should complete the online application form by
June 26, 2026. If you have questions or would like more information,
please email info@nysilc.org.

P Westchester Disabled On the
Move (WDOM) Relocates after 42
years in one location!

Westchester Disabled On the Move Inc.
(WDOM) and Simone Development
Wdom Companies held a ribbon-cutting ceremony

on May 14th to celebrate WDOM'’s new

headquarters at One Executive Boulevard
in North Yonkers, NY. The move to the newly renovated four-story
medical office building is part of efforts to provide a new, more
modern space for its employees and a more accessible location for
its clients.

Maria Samuels, Executive Director of Westchester Disabled On the
Move, said, “This move has been a long time in coming and we so
excited to finally be in a brand-new space with so many possibilities.
The convenient location and accessibility for our clients made this the
perfect choice. This next chapter in our continued growth marks our
commitment to providing leading services and advocacy for all of
Westchester’s disability community. We are delighted to remain in
Yonkers.”

WDOM helps people with disabilities, the elderly, and low-income
families live independent lives by providing them with access to
healthcare, housing, and other assistance through social programs.

Western NY July is Disability Pride Month!
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Festival 2026

Celebrating 36 years of the Americans with Disabilitites Act!
July 24, 2026 from 2-7pm
at Buffalo Riverworks - 359 Ganson St. Buffalo, NY 14203

This FREE event includes a Unity Walk, children's activities, airbrush
tattoos, princess & superhero characters, balloon artist, and more
than 60 resourece tables!


mailto:info@nysilc.org

Registration Now Open for Sponsors, Vendors and Merchants!
Join WNYIL in celebrating the strength, resilience, and beauty of the
disability community! This is a chance to show up, support, and be
part of an empowering event that honors the value of every human
being.

$100 Non-Profit Tables and $150 Merchants
For more information visit: DisabilityPrideWNY.org

Attention Young Adults with Disabilities -
We have $1,000 Scholarships available!

Our Pat Figueroa Scholarship program provides funding for young adults
with disabilities to attend and participate in independent living related
conferences and/or national disability and leadership trainings.

Are you a Center for Independent Living (CIL) or other organization
working with young adults? Please share this information with your
young adult consumers!

Learn more and apply here!

Accessible Food Pantries and
Resources in New York State

We are sharing information about accessible
food pantries and other food resources

throughout New York State, organized by
region. We will continue to add to it as we
locate and confirm other accessible pantries.

Find the list on the NYSILC website

This is part of an ongoing project to build a comprehensive resource
aimed at helping people identify which food pantries, kitchens, and other
resources in their region are accessible.

If you know of a resource in your area not listed, please email Amy
at awink@nysilc.org.

Profiles in Generosity

Meet our NYS Disability Rights Hall of Fame sponsors and other
NYSILC donors and supporters. Their generosity enables our
success!

This month we're featuring Independent Living, Inc.



http://disabilitypridewny.org/
https://nysilc.org/programs/pat-figueroa-program
https://nysilc.org/news/current-news
mailto:awink@nysilc.org
https://nysilc.org/hof

Independent Living, Inc. is a
INDEPENDENT °>" J

locally controlled, nonprofit

LIVI N G IN C agency operated by people

with disabilities for people

YOUR LIFE - YOUR CHOICE with disabilities.

With a steadfast commitment to their community, they focus on
supporting people of all ages with disabilities, their families, and
businesses, agencies, and municipalities. The agency offers over 35
comprehensive programs and services designed to empower people
to live independently, make informed care choices, and maintain
autonomy, fostering a sense of reassurance and confidence.

Since 1987, they have served as a common voice for people with
disabilities living in Orange, Dutchess, Ulster, Putnam, Sullivan,
Rockland, and Westchester Counties.

Visit their website for more information.

Let Us Share Your News!

We'd love to help spread the news
about your NYS Independent Living
Center (ILC) or disability-related
organization.

If you have information about a
service, event, or news you would like
us to share, please email Amy Wink at
awink@nysilc.org

Thank you!

Upcoming NYSILC events/activities:

» Disability Community Picnic - Thursday, July 9, 2026 from 3:00 to
6:00 PM at Peebles Island State Park. All food, beverages and
activities are provided free of charge. Sign up today!

e Next NYSILC Full Council Meeting - Friday, September 25, 2026
from 9:30 to 1:30 PM at the Wolf Road Marriott in Albany and
remotely via Zoom.

Please visit https://nysilc.org/council/meetings-calendar for details.

NYSILC | office 518-400-4210 | awink@nysilc.org | NYSILC.org

155 Washington Avenue, Suite 208
Albany, NY 12210
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