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NYS Disability Rights Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony and Dinner

Dear Friends,

| am honored to serve as the Chair of the Honorary Committee for the 2025
Disability Rights Hall of Fame. The Dinner & Awards Ceremony will be held
the evening of Tuesday, September 16, 2025at the Albany Capital Center
in partnership with the New York Association on Independent Living (NYAIL)
Statewide Conference.

The Disability Rights Hall of Fame is not just a recognition of extraordinary
people. It is a reminder of the strength, resilience, and power of the disability
community.

| invite you to become an Honorary Committee member and stand with us in
recognizing the heroes whose work has benefited disabled New Yorkers. As a
member, you will help recognize the lifelong contributions of New Yorkers with
disabilities, ensure the Hall of Fame’s future, and support vital NYSILC
leadership development efforts such as the Pat Figueroa Young Adult
Scholarships.

Hall of Fame Information on NYSILC website
Honorary Committee Registration Form

Together, we can continue to build a brighter, more inclusive future for
everyone. Thank you for your support, and | look forward to seeing you at this
year’s celebration!

With gratitude,
Mariah Sepulveda
Honorary Committee Chair

Congratulations to the 5 inductees in this year's Hall of Fame!

Diane Coleman (posthumous)
Christina Curry
Doug Hovey



https://nysilc.org/hof
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https://givebutter.com/SyAKy3
https://nysilc.org/inductees/34-2025/281-diane-coleman
https://nysilc.org/inductees/34-2025/282-christina-curry
https://nysilc.org/inductees/34-2025/283-douglas-hovey
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=3e9e689e-a083-4026-888a-126409144fa1

Bryan O’Malley
Sharon Shapiro (Lacks)

This year, NYSILC is partnering with the New York Association on
Independent Living (NYAIL) to host the Hall of Fame induction ceremony and
dinner on September 16th, 2025 at 5:30pm as a part of NYAIL's Statewide
Conference.

Tickets are $100 - buy yours here (Scroll down on the form to choose
registration to the NYAIL conference or Hall of Fame dinner only).

You can also support the NYS Disability Rights Hall of Fameby becoming an
Honorary Committee Member (includes one ticket to the dinner & event) or
by donating an item to be included in one of our raffle baskets.

New York Association on Independent Living (NYAIL)
2025 Conference - Leading the Way
"Empowering Tomorrow's Leaders Today"

September 16-17, 2025 at Albany Capital Center

The "Leading the Way" theme embodies the principles of achieving diversity,
equity, intersectionality, and accessibility that drive the Independent Living
community forward. Leading the Way emphasizes the value of focusing on
leadership, advocacy, and innovation in the disability rights movement.

NYAIL is proud to offer a range of partnership opportunities designed to meet
your goals for visibility, community engagement, and social impact. Custom
partnership packages are also available—let’s cocreate something that
reflects your mission. Please visit the partnership webpage or

email conference@ilny.org for more information.

Don't miss out on this incredible opportunity to connect with fellow advocates
and leaders, learn from the best in the field, and help shape the future of
Independent Living in New York. Register now!

Save the Date: NAMI NYS 2025 Education Conference

Join the National Association on Mental lliness (NAMI) November 14-16,
2025, in Albany, NY for the NAMI NYS Annual Education Conference—a
flagship event bringing together mental health advocates, families, peers, and
professionals from across the state.

For over 40 years, this conference has provided cutting-edge education,
critical resources, and a platform to explore advancements and address
challenges in mental health. This year’s theme, “Empowering Ourselves
through Connection, Compassion, Coping, Community and Care,”
reflects our commitment to collective action, innovation, and building
communities that support recovery.

Whether you're an individual with lived experience, a family member, provider,
or policymaker, this event offers something for everyone involved in the mental
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health journey. Click here for more information:

https://naminys.org/get-involved/annual-events/annual-education-

conference/
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Adirondack Nature Festival for
People with Disabilities

Saturday, August 16, 2025 - 10am to 4pm

Paul Smith’s College Visitor Interpretive
Center (the ‘VIC’), Paul Smiths, NY

The second annual Adirondack Nature Festival for
People with Disabilities is an accessible event that
connects all individuals with nature through a
variety of activities, arts, and music. Our festival is
organized by a committee of volunteers with
support from Paul Smith’s Visitor Interpretive
Center, Adirondack Riverwalking, Accessible
Adirondack Tourism, Adirondack Website Design,
and many other people, and organizations
throughout the Adirondack region.

All are welcome! Whether you are a person with a
disability, a member of our community, or want to
show support for the broad disability community,
there are programs for everyone.

Come join us! The festival will not charge for
admission to visitors and free transportation
options are available from Malone and Saranac
Lake.

Click here for more information!

ILRU presents: Learn How to Better Support Out-of-
School Youth with Disabilities — MY-CIL Toolkit

Webinar

Date: September 10, 2025

Time: 2:00 — 3:30 PM CST
Webinar: Introducing the MY-CIL Toolkit: Supporting Out-of-School

Youth

We are excited to invite you to an upcoming webinar showcasing theMinority
Youth and Centers for Independent Living (MY-CIL) Toolkit, a resource
developed to support Centers for Independent Living (CILs)in engaging
and empowering out-of-school youth (OSY) with disabilities, particularly from
nationally recognized racial and ethnic minority groups.

Over the past six years, the MY-CIL project has identified effective practices,


https://naminys.org/get-involved/annual-events/annual-education-conference/
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https://www.ilru.org/

gathered input directly from youth, and documented successful outreach and
engagement strategies. The result is a comprehensive toolkit that guides CILs
through:

Centering youth voice in program planning

Understanding key data on OSY demographics and challenges
Learning from peer CIL practices

Expanding outreach and building partnerships

Designing inclusive, culturally responsive services

During the webinar, presenters will provide a high level summary of the toolkit
and three ClLs will share their experiences in implementing pilot projects to
expand services to OSY from minority backgrounds.

Don’t miss this opportunity to explore the toolkit, hear from the project team,
and learn how your CIL can apply these lessons in your community.

Regqister Here

APRIL Conference Early Bird Registration Now Open
Theme: ROSE - Resilient. Outspoken. Steadfast. Engaged.
Portland, Oregon

October 17-19, 2025

Hyatt Regency Portland at the Oregon Convention Center
375 NE Holladay St, Portland, Oregon 97232

Portland, Oregon is known for its natural beauty, scenic volcanic mountains
and amazing river gorges and waterfalls as well its eclectic arts and counter-
culture, AND its roses! Portland is known as the City of Roses or Rose

City. Our Conference Theme this year is an ode to that symbolism.

For more information about the conference, visit APRIL'sconference webpage
or reqister here.

Interested in a Pat Figueroa Scholarship for youth/young
adults with disabilities in New York?

The scholarship provides funding for young adults with disabilities to attend
and participate in independent living related conferences and/or national
disability and leadership trainings.

Learn more or apply here!

Upcoming NYSILC events/activities:

e Next NYSILC Full Council Meeting - Friday, September 26, 2025 from
9:30 am to 1 pm at the Wolf Road Marriott in Albany and remotely via
Zoom.


https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GAbDqw75SXy3zt9Tlp_3dA#/registration
https://xv7q9udab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dtsw_C10dIl9yvbTsoABdFUyRHJByLKIsG9HN1OiEr8PO7ME7RFyqhbiKl4hnRecIR_f1R42eEAXYpMCiQbW_PGZ5KqVkRBVvaS50UhCnCYEtwDtbhc27kEwCWs2-JRyAMBrEPDdisLlw71lZDhwBfb-IUXfK_tt2w-Lrb0WdZxJFqBQofBRFGDUCX9KdVQFE482m806cRf51uUVB7aRUw==&c=MV1hqMLz8jjFru4cTIe8dEtY5aI2t8sQQK-VKL4gI3JFDZZKksJGuw==&ch=9orFlYxBSnSikXjI6t2jZKZZUOxfdERxLWC_a2S_ta9cuHnZtA84KQ==
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Please visit https://nysilc.org/council/meetings-calendar for details.
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